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their practice, other doctors in their commu-
nity, and other doctors around the country.
Physicians are a competitive group; | assure
you these reports will be read.

Health Information Technology

There is also going to be a provision in the
bill to help physicians’ offices bring their infor-
mation technology, their infrastructure, hard-
ware and software, up to a standard where it
will begin to derive benefit not only the patient
and the practice but also to the Medicare sys-
tem in general.

The provision will also create a safe harbor
that will allow clinics, physicians’ offices, and
hospitals to share health information tech-
nology platforms. These standards will be es-
tablished and available to physicians’ practices
so they will understand how they need to com-
ply. The standards must be established no
later than January 1, 2008.

Back in the day, | wasn’'t always a big pro-
ponent of things like electronic records. |
wasn’t sure if it would deliver the payoff that
people said it would. But here is a picture of
the medical records department in Charity
Hospital in New Orleans. This picture was
made in January 2006, about 4 or 5 months
after Hurricane Katrina and the downtown
flooding that occurred. It is the medical
records room. These records are ruined. You
can see this is not smoke or soot damage;
this is black mold that is growing on the
records. You look there and it almost goes on
to infinity, tens of thousands, hundred of thou-
sands of records that were active, ongoing
charts of people’s medical conditions abso-
lutely now unavailable. No one is going to get
into that medical records department and risk
inhaling the spores from the mold that is cov-
ering those charts.

This is the kind of problem that you can get
into with a paper medical record. Of course
the youngsters of today, the college students
of today, the young physicians of today, they
understand this very well. They are all con-
nected and wired in. They would no more
imagine turning in or doing a paper for one of
their classes where they just had a single
copy, a single paper copy, the old adage “the
dog ate my homework,” most students will
have a paper on a CD or on a flash drive
readily accessible and retrievable in many
forms. We should do no less with our medical
records.

But it costs money to do this. It is going to
require a push from the private sector. | prefer
to think of a bonus payment as being an in-
ducement, an enticement for physicians’ of-
fices to participate in this type of program. But
it is also just good medicine. It is good patient
care.

We all heard about the troubles at Walter
Reed Hospital a few months ago. | went out
to Walter Reed probably the week after the
story broke in the Washington Post and talked
to this young man who took me around Build-
ing 18. Yes, there was some concern. It was
a crummy building. But his biggest concern
was spending hours and hours with his med-
ical record, his service record, going through
the various parts and highlighting things. He
had a yellow marker, a highlighter, highlighting
parts of his medical record because this is
how he was going to establish the benefits
that he was going to receive in the VA system
for his disability.

He said “l can spend 20 man-hours putting
this medical record together and it ends up on
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someone’s desk and it doesn’t get picked up,
and then no one can find it and | have to start
all over again.” That was his main message to
me that day.

Now the VA system has been indeed very
forward-thinking in its embrace of electronic
medical records and its investment in informa-
tion technology. The problem is the medical
records from the Department of Defense and
the Department of Veterans Affairs do not
possess the interoperability necessary to
make this type of activity unnecessary.

Delivering value to the patient is of para-
mount importance. And it is my contention that
if we do make the bonus payment generally
available to physicians, this will be something
that they will embrace. There is a learning
curve, to be sure. It is going to slow people
down a little bit initially. But ultimately, the ra-
pidity of the system will be impressive. And
even in a smaller physician’s office the ability
to never have to wait while they find your
medical records would be amazing. Once phy-
sicians and medical offices become used to
this technology, they will embrace it.

Another unintended benefit to providing in-
centives for health information technology is
the rapidity with which the health care system
itself can learn. When | say the health care
system, | specifically address the possibility
that treatments and the delivery of quality
health care services can be faster, cost less
and simply be better. Wouldn’t it be great to
have that information and know what treat-
ments were effective and what treatments
were only marginal? That information can be
literally at a physician’s fingertips with the right
type of computer architecture and technology
environment. | believe the time has come that
we do need to embrace that.

So the physician payment stabilization bill
will include a federal incentive to implement
health information technology along with provi-
sions providing safe harbors for the sharing of
software, technical assistance and hardware,
as well as the creation of consortiums.

Health Care Price Transparency

Once you have established measures that
will allow for a medical workforce in the fu-
ture—through a nation medical liability law,
ensuring a medical workforce in areas that
you need and in locations that need them, and
by stabilizing physician reimbursements, you
can refine other health care projects.

Perhaps the foundation of understanding
health care is to understand its costs. The av-
erage consumer has little understanding about
how much any service or prescription drug
costs because they are supplemented by the
government and often their employer. This
must change.

In August 2006, President Bush issued an
executive order calling for increased trans-
parency within the federal government’s health
care agencies. The legislation | have proposed
in the past is an extension of that executive
order, giving States the tools to become part
of a necessary solution for health care con-
sumers.

The bill would require states establish health
care transparency requirements for hospitals
and health plans, as well as conduct a study
on what information is most useful to con-
sumers.

For example, the Texas Hospital Associa-
tion has created a web-based tool that allows
consumers to compare hospital-to-hospital
cost called Texas PricePoint. This website as-
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sists consumers that are considering non-
emergency procedures at area hospitals.
Texas health care consumers now can view
and compare charge data on inpatient hospital
services. Couple this data with hospital quality
information and consumers will be able to truly
shop for health services based on quality and
cost. What a remarkably simply idea that is lit-
erally educating and engaging the consumer
in making his or her health care choices.
Knowledge is an essential tool for making in-
formed decisions.

This type of planning tool should be made
available to all patients, across the country, at
any time. Think of it like a “Travelocity” or
“Priceline” for health care services. Wouldn’t
that be terrific? The long and the short of it is
that this is possible. And Congress can make
this happen if we commit ourselves to the
process.

Conclusion

| recognize that all of this information is
technically complex, sometimes even boring to
listen to, but it nonetheless tells an incredibly
important story. It is the story of how the most
advanced, most innovative and most appre-
ciated health care system in the world needs
help. The end of the story should read “hap-
pily ever after.” So how do we reach that con-
clusion? The last chapter should read, “A Pri-
vate Industry Leads to a Healthy Ending.”

As | stated in the beginning of this hour, we
are in a debate that will forever change our
health care system. We must understand what
is working in our system and what is not. We
cannot delay making changes and bringing
health care into the 21st Century.

| believe that the only way this can work is
if we allow the private sector to lay the foun-
dation for improvements. The pillars of the
amazing health system we have now must be
rooted in the bedrock of a thriving private sec-
tor, not on the shaky ground of a public sys-
tem that has proven costly and inefficient in
other countries.

We must devote our work in Congress to
building a stronger private sector in health
care. History has proven this is a tried and
true method. We can bring down the number
of uninsured, increase patient access, stabilize
the physician workforce, modernize through
technology and bring transparency to the sys-
tem. Each of these goals is within our grasp.
We must only have the foresight and deter-
mination to achieve each goal.

There is a reason why people come from
around the world to the United States for
health care treatments—we are the best, but
we must make adjustments to remain at the
top of the game.

——————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida (at the
request of Mr. HOYER) for July 16 and
the balance of the week on account of
a death in the family.

Ms. BORDALLO (at the request of Mr.
HoYER) for today and the balance of
the week on account of official busi-
ness in the district.
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SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PALLONE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. McDErRMOTT, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York, for 5
minutes, today.

Mrs. MALONEY of New York, for 5
minutes, today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. CONAWAY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, July 24.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, July 24.

Mr. WELDON of Florida, for 56 minutes,
today.

—————

SENATE CONCURRENT
RESOLUTIONS REFERRED

Concurrent resolutions of the Senate
of the following titles were taken from
the Speaker’s table and, under the rule,
referred as follows:

S. Con. Res. 27. Concurrent resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of ‘‘National
Purple Heart Recognition Day’’; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

S. Con. Res. 41. Concurrent resolution com-
mending the 1st Brigade Combat Team/34th
Infantry Division of the Minnesota National
Guard upon its completion of the longest
continuous deployment of any United States
military unit during Operation Iraqi Free-
dom; to the Committee on Armed Services.

——
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at midnight), the House ad-
journed until today, Wednesday, July
18, 2007, at 10 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

25643. A letter from the Counsel for Legisla-
tion and Regulations, Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Manufactured
Home Dispute Resolution Program [Docket
No. FR-4813-F-03] (RIN: 2502-AH98) received
June 4, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Financial Services.

2544. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development,
transmitting a copy of proposed legislation
to update the National Housing Act and
modernize the Federal Housing Administra-
tion (FHA) mortgage insurance program to
ensure that the FHA continues to play a key
role in serving low- and moderate-income
homebuyers; to the Committee on Financial
Services.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

2545. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development,
transmitting a copy of proposed legislation
to reauthorize the American Dream Down-
payment Act, Section 271 of the Cranston-
Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act;
to the Committee on Financial Services.

2546. A letter from the Senior Vice Presi-
dent for Resource Management, Export-Im-
port Bank, transmitting the Bank’s Buy
American Act reporting for fiscal year 2006,
pursuant to section 837 of Division A of the
fiscal year 2006 Departments of Transpor-
tation, Housing and Urban Development Ap-
propriations Act, Pub. L. 109-115; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

25647. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank of the United
States, transmitting a report on trans-
actions involving U.S. exports to Republic of
Panama pursuant to Section 2(b)(3) of the
Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, as amended,
pursuant to 12 U.S.C. 635(b)(3)(i); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

2548. A letter from the Principal Deputy

Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Alachlor, Chlorothalonil,

Metribuzin; Denial of Objections [EPA-HQ-
OPP-2005-0050; FRL-8135-3] received July 13,
2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

25649. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Min-
nesota [EPA-R05-OAR-2006-0772; FRL-8439-7]
received July 13, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

25650. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Min-
nesota [EPA-R05-OAR-2006-0772; FRIL-8439-8]
received July 13, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

2651. A letter from the Principal Deputy

Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Determination of Attain-

ment, Approval and Promulgation of Imple-
mentation Plans and Designation of Areas
for Air Quality Planning Purposes; Indiana;
Redesignation of the Clark and Floyd Coun-
ties 8-hour Ozone Nonattainment Area to At-
tainment [EPA-R05-OAR-2006-0715; FR1.-8440-
2] received July 13, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

2652. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Determination of Attain-
ment, Approval and Promulgation of Imple-
mentation Plans and Designation of Areas
for Air Quality Planning Purposes; Indiana;
Redesignation of LaPorte County To Attain-
ment for Ozone [EPA-R05-OAR-2006-0459;
FRI1.-8440-4] received July 13, 2007, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

2653. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Determination of Attain-
ment, Approval and Promulgation of Imple-
mentation Plans and Designation of Areas
for Air Quality Planning Purposes; Indiana;
Redesignation of the South Bend-Elkhart 8-
hour Ozone Nonattainment Area to Attain-
ment [EPA-R05-OAR-2006-0305; FRIL.-8440-3]
received July 13, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.
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2654. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Public Hearings and Sub-
mission of Plans [EPA-HQ-OAR-2006-0903;
FRL-8439-6] received July 13, 2007, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

2555. A letter from the Director, Inter-
national Cooperation, Department of De-
fense, transmitting Pursuant to Section 27(f)
of the Arms Export Control Act and Section
1(f) of Executive Order 11958, Transmittal No.
07-07 informing of an intent to sign the Joint
U.S./U.K. Weapon and Sensor Resource Man-
agement Algorithm Development and Eval-
uation Project Arrangement between the
United States and the United Kingdom, pur-
suant to 22 U.S.C. 2767(f); to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

2556. A letter from the Director, Defense
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting
pursuant to Section 62(a) of the Arms Export
Control Act (AECA), notification concerning
the Department of the Army’s proposed lease
of defense articles to the Government of
Singapore (Transmittal No. 02-07); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

2557. A letter from the Chairman, Broad-
casting Board of Governors, transmitting the
semiannual report on the activities of the
Office of Inspector General for the period Oc-
tober 1, 2006 to March 31, 2007, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act) section 5(b); to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

25568. A letter from the Librarian of Con-
gress, Library of Congress, transmitting the
Annual Report of the Library of Congress,
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2006,
pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 139; to the Committee
on House Administration.

2559. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s report entitled,
“Report to Congress on the Social and Eco-
nomic Conditions of Native Americans: Fis-
cal Years 1995-2000,”” pursuant to Section
811A of the Native American Programs Act
of 1974; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

2560. A letter from the Acting Chair, Fed-
eral Subsistence Board, Department of the
Interior, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Subsistence Management Regu-
lations for Public Lands in Alaska, Subpart
C; Nonrural Determinations (RIN: 1018-AT99)
received July 12, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

2661. A letter from the Assistant Director,
Fisheries & Habitat Conservation U.S. Fish
& Wildlife Service, Department of the Inte-
rior, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Injurious Wildlife Species; Silver
Carp (Hypophthalmichthys molitrix) and
Largescale Silver Carp (Hypophthalmichthys
harmandi) (RIN: 1018-AT29) received July 12,
2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

2662. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary for Fish, Wildlife and Parks, De-
partment of the Interior, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Designation
of Critical Habitat for the Peck’s Cave
Amphipod, Comal Springs Dryopid Beetle,
and Comal Springs Riffle Beetle (RIN: 1018-
AUT5) received July 16, 2007, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

2663. A letter from the Director, Fish and
Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; Removing the Bald Eagle in the
Lower 48 States From the List of Endan-
gered and Threatened Wildlife (RIN: 1018-
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